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PROFESSIONAL INDEMNITY INSURANCE FOR MIDWIVES 

The National Registration and Accreditation Scheme (NRAS) for health 
professionals in Australia commenced on 1 July 2010.  Midwives are one of 
the professional groups that will be regulated through that scheme under 
the authority of the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Australia (NMBA or the 
Board).  On commencement of the NRAS on I July 2010, midwives 
registered in a state or territory will be immediately registered under the 
Health Practitioner Regulation National Law Act 2009 (the Act).  

The Board has developed a number of Registration Standards under 
section 38 of the Act including the mandatory requirements relating to 
professional indemnity insurance arrangements - the Professional 
indemnity insurance arrangements registration standard.  This standard 
applies to all nurses and midwives registered by the NMBA in Australia.  
However, there are a number of considerations in relation to the 
professional indemnity insurance requirements that are particular to the 
practise of midwifery.    

The baseline requirement is that a midwife MUST have appropriate 
professional indemnity insurance (PII) for midwifery practise to meet the 
requirements of section 129(1) of the National Law.  This provision states: 

A registered health practitioner must not practise the health 
profession in which the practitioner is registered unless appropriate 
professional indemnity insurance arrangements are in force in relation 
to the practitioner’s practice of the profession. 

The NMBA Professional indemnity insurance registration standard provides 
further detail to this requirement.    

Figure 1 below summarises the requirements for registered midwives 
intending to provide midwifery services for women and their infants in 
Australia.  These will be discussed in further detail in the more detailed 
guideline to be published by the Board in the near future. 



 

 

 
Figure 1: outline of 
professional 
indemnity  
insurance (PII) 
requirements 
for midwives 


